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Steubcn co., N. Y. She is remembered for
her effort, with other women of Washington,
to register and vote in April, 1871. She
brought suit in the Supreme Court of the
District of Columbia, but received an adverse
decision, which was reaffirmed by the U. S.
Supreme Court in 1874. She published Prob-
lems on the Woman Question (1871).

Spengler, Oswald (1880-1936), German
philosopher. In 1912, he began his great
opus, The Decline of the West. He wrote
and revised the work and then found it im-
possible to get it published in Germany. It
was finally brought out in Vienna, and made
a tremendous sensation. In it Spengler
claimed that the prime of mankind is past
and the death of civilization is at hand. The
work was finally revised in 1923, and has
since gone through many editions. Formerly
a Nazi hero, he soon alienated party leaders
by his independence of spirit. Other works
by him are chiefly concerned with contempo-
rary political problems.

Spenser, Edmund (c. 1552-99), English
poet, was born in London, being related to
the Spencers of Althorp. In 1576 he retired
to Hurstwood in Lancashire, where he wrote
verse in the pastoral vein in honor of his
Rosalind, who has not been satisfactorily
identified, but was possibly Rose Dineley of
Clitheroe. In 1578 he went to London, be-
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came a member of the Earl of Leicester's
household, and acquainted with Sidney and
Sir Edward Dyer; joined with them and
Harvey in the literary coterie known as the
'Areopagus/ and experimented in the adapta-
tion of classical metres to English verse. The
publication of The Shepheard'$ Calender in

1579 brought him literary fame. In 1580 he
was sent to Ireland. From 1589-91 he was
in England, and published the first part of
The Faerie Qucene and other poems. By this
time Spenser had become the leading influ-
ence in English letters. He returned to Ire-
land, and wrote his autobiographical Colin
Clout's Come Home Againe (1595). His
courtship and marriage of Elizabeth Boyle in
1594 produced the Sonnets and Epithalamion.
He was buried in Westminster Abbey.
Spermaceti consists chiefly of cetyl pal-
mitate, along with smaller quantities of sim^
ilar compounds. It occurs in the oil of the
sperm and allied whales, particularly in the
portion obtained from the head cavities, from
which it separates in the solid state on cool-
ing.
Spermatozoa. See Reproduction and
Sex.
Sperm Oil consists chiefly of dodecatyl
oleate along with similar esters of the higher
monohydric alcohols, and thus differs mater-
ially from animal and vegetable oils, which
are glycerol derivatives. Sperm oil is obtained
from the cachalot or sperm whale,
Sperry, Charles Stillman (1847-1911),
American naval officer. He succeeded to the
command of the fleet of sixteen battleships on
the retirement of Rear-Admiral Robley D,
Evans in 1908. His retirement from active
service was in March 1909.
Sperry, Elmer Ambrose (1860-1930),
inventor, He opened a factory in Chicago to
manufacture an electric art lamp of his in-
vention. He later invented several mining
machines, a high-intensity arc searchlight, and
gyroscope appliances. In 1915 he was ap-
pointed on the naval consulting board. His
financial interests were varied and he was a
member of the American Institute of Elec-
trical Engineers, and the American Electro-
Chemical Society.
Speyer, James (1861-1941), banker. After
gaining banking experience in his family's
banking branches in London and Paris he re-
turned to New York City where he is the
senior partner in the house of Speyer and Co.
In 1902 he gave the Speyer School to Teach-
ers College, Columbia University.
Spezia, strongly fort. tn. and summer re-
sort, Italy, is the chief naval station and ar-
senal in Italy. There are shipbuilding yards
and docks. In the bay Shelley lost his life;
p. 110,400.
Sphagnum, a genus of mosses, commonly
known as bog-mosses* They have erect sterns
several inches Iong> and bear the male organ?